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P. Joseph Grindstaff, Executive Officer     
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Comments to Delta Stewardship Council – Notice of Preparation Draft Environmental 

Impact Report for the Delta Plan 

 

Dear Council Members and Mr. Grindstaff: 

 

The San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors, and the San Joaquin County Flood Control and 

Water Conservation District (collectively hereinafter “County of San Joaquin” or “County”) 

would like to thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Delta Stewardship 

Council’s Notice of Preparation Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Delta Plan dated 

December 10, 2010 (NOP).   

 

Nearly half of the legal Delta is located within the County of San Joaquin, and the County is an 

interested stakeholder in the future viability of the Delta.  We are very concerned about the Delta 

Plan which is being developed and its potential future impacts on the County.  Based on the 

limited information available as set forth in the NOP, the County submits the following 

comments:  

 

Project Description within NOP is Inadequate  

The NOP for the Delta Plan in and of itself is inadequate.  The California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) requires that the NOP provide "sufficient information describing the project and the 

potential environmental effects to enable the responsible agencies to make a meaningful 

response.”  CEQA Guidelines § 15802.  This section requires that at a minimum the NOP include 

a project description, the location of the project, and the probable environmental affects of the 

project.  The NOP identifies various statutes that will drive the formulation of the Delta Plan as 

the project; however, the content, parameters and description of the Plan is unknown.  There is 

no Delta Plan to review.  There is currently only an interim plan and white papers describing 

various aspects of interest in the Delta.  A central focus of the Delta Plan will be the Bay Delta 

Conservation Plan (BDCP) which is not yet completed as well as many other state-sponsored 

planning activities.  These plans will provide vital input to the Delta Plan. The BDCP is still in 

its planning stages and the parameters of the BDCP have not yet been identified. Therefore, the 

project may not be adequately described in the NOP as required by California Environmental 

Quality Act.    
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